56	PACIFIC  TBEASURE. ISLAND
been taken out. There it stood in green-grey 5 inch cubes
containing about 58% pure chrome—according to my in-
formant. We estimated the searn which ran diagonally across
the face of the tunnel as about 28 feet across. M. Calimbre
expressed the opinion that there was no reason why this
newly discovered deposit shouldn't be as rich as that at
Tiebaghi, which has already produced more than a million
tons of high grade chrome ore.
In response to my questions regarding mining procedure in
New Caledonia I learned some interesting facts : The first
thing to do when one has discovered an ore deposit is to
apply to the Mines Department for a 'permis de recherche' or
Searching Permit. Provided no one else has the area under
concession this is granted on payment of a few francs a year
per hectare, the rate varying according to the type of ore.
This cpermis de recherche' is valid for one year, but the
administration may extend this for a second and third year.
By the end of the third year, either one has decided the
concession is no good, or one converts the 'permis de
recherche5 into a 'concession.' The 'concession' is valid +br
75 years, and can be extended another 25 years on the recom-
mendation of the Mines, Department. The charge is only
2.50 francs (about 4 pence) per hectare per year, but the
holder must show that he is in earnest by producing from his
concession half a ton of ore per hectare per annum.
This latter provision was introduced to prevent people
from tying up concessions and then not working them, but
its purpose has been frustrated as far as the large companies
axe concerned. There is no stipulation that each concession
must be worked, so that large companies which may have
concessions all over the island, need only work two or three
of them, providing the total production averages half a ton
per hectare over the whole of their concessions. By this
means production of an ore can be held up and the price
maintained though there may be a world shortage of the
mineral in question.
Production of chrome in New Caledonia, however, can
be subjected to the same limitations as has been the

